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CTOBER  BIRTHDAYS_______________________
IN/AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

Monday
Yoga with Monica Donaghy –   P1 2-3pm & P7  3-4pm       (4 weeks from 6th – 27th Nov)

Tuesday  
Swimming – P7- 10.15 – 12.20pm        
EA Literacy Support – Some pupils – KS2

Basketball – Andy – P5 2-3pm and P6/7 – 3-4pm
(3 more weeks from 7th – 21st Nov)

Literacy and Numeracy Club – P3  3-4pm
(4 weeks from 14th Nov to 5th Dec)
Wednesday  
Irish with Mairtin – P5, 6 & 7 - afternoons

Thursday
EA Violin – Mrs Small – KS2 - 1- 3pm

Gymnastics – P3 2 -3pm & P5 – 3-4pm

(4 weeks remaining- 9th Nov, 23rd Nov, 30th Nov and 7th Dec). Please note there is no Gymnastics on 16th Nov due to expected strike action. __________________________________________________
TRADE UNION STRIKE ACTION

Since 16th October, members of UNISON have been carrying out Action Short of Strike. Many of our Classroom Assistants belong to this union. This means that classroom assistants cannot be moved to cover absenteeism elsewhere and cannot be asked to supervise children without a teacher present, beyond designated break times. On November 16th, UNISON and GMB unions, among others, have planned a full day strike. This is likely to impact on our provision of services that day as there will be no school meals and unacceptable supervision ratios for pupils at break and lunch times. Pupils who need one to one support would not receive this. It may be decided that, for health and safety reasons, pupils complete their classwork at home that day. Negotiations are ongoing between the Unions and the Education Authority at present. A letter confirming arrangements will be issued as soon as possible.
___________________________________________________
TEXTING SERVICE/WEBSITE –
ADVERSE WEATHER CONDITIONS
The school text service will be available again this year to inform parents of unexpected school closures due to adverse weather. School closure information will also be posted on the school website home page. Please let the secretary know if you are not receiving texts as perhaps your mobile telephone details need to be checked on our computer system.

______________________________________________ PUPIL SAFETY

Parents who collect their children by car are reminded to collect them on dry days at the fence to the right of the school. On wet days, pupils will stay in the school assembly hall and they can be collected from reception. We remind pupils to wear seatbelts at all times while travelling. Pupils should not enter the car park without being accompanied by an adult. 

If your child walks to school, please accompany them if possible and teach them how to cross safely using the Green Cross Code. We appreciate your co-operation in this matter.
___________________________________________________
LAFAYETTE PHOTOGRAPHY
Lafayette Photography will be at school on Friday 10th November to take class, family and individual photos. Please discuss the photographs with your child so that they know which photos you would like taken. Parents can bring in younger family members from 8.50am for family photos. Please remember to have pupils well presented in school uniform and wearing ties.
SHOEBOX APPEAL

This year, we are again participating in the Samaritan’s Purse Shoebox Appeal. Creating a shoebox for a less fortunate child is a wonderfully kind gesture and it encourages a spirit of generosity in our community. Shoeboxes should be sent to school by Monday 13th November at the latest, for collection on Tuesday 14th November at 10am. (We have a limited number of pre-printed shoeboxes available at a cost of 50p to save you wrapping them!!) Every shoebox should contain small toys, personal care items eg toothbrush, facecloth, hairbrush/comb, school supplies eg books, pencils, markers and accessories eg socks, sunglasses, jewellery. A £5.00 donation towards postage is also requested. Please note no toothpaste, sweets, chocolate or aerosols can be included. You can also pay postage or pack a shoebox online at samaritans-purse.org.uk/SBO. Thank you for your continued support!
___________________________________________________
FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S PS ALTINURE

Thank you to everyone who attended our AGM on Tuesday 17th October. Our newly elected PTA Chairperson is Eimear McCloskey and we thank our outgoing Chairperson Cora Kerlin for her many years of dedicated service as Chair. Our committee members are: Caroline O’Kane (vice-chairperson), Shauna Mullan (secretary), Louise McLaughlin (treasurer), Cora Kerlin (vice-treasurer), Laura O’Neill, Gemma O’Neill and Laura Ann O’Kane. We also have an umbrella group consisting of parents who are willing to help at functions throughout the year. If you would like to join our umbrella group, please contact reception or any member of the committee and we will take your contact details. See below for news on our upcoming bingo night!
___________________________________________________
BINGO NIGHT!

Our PTA, Friends of St. Mary’s PS Altinure, are running their first event of the year on Thursday 30th November at 7pm in Park Hall- a Bingo night! A single book will cost £13, a double book £18 and a flyover will be £2. Prizes will be £30 for a line and £70 for a house. The flyover prizes will be £50 a line and £150 a house. There will also be a raffle on the night. All proceeds will go towards the purchase of eight new laptops for pupils to use in class. Please come and tell all your friends!!
___________________________________________________
EASYFUNDRAISING APP
Please support us by generating school funds while you shop! If you shop online, please download the easyfundraising app and select Friends of St. Mary’s PS Altinure as your chosen charity. Then, when you are going to make a purchase, go to the website via the easyfundraising app and you will earn money for our school, at no extra cost to you! You can shop online with over 7,500 websites including big names like Ticketmaster, Booking.com, Marks and Spencers, Asda, Tesco, Expedia, Just Eat, John Lewis, Argos and eBay and we will get a donation. It won’t cost you a penny and it will really make a difference to us. Use this link to register:
https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/friends-of-st-marys-priisch-altinure
Thank you!

ADORATION

Year 4, 5, 6 & 7 pupils will take part in Adoration in our school on Monday 13th November and Monday 18th December between 10am and 12.20pm. If your child has rosary beads, please encourage them to bring them to school on those days.
___________________________________________________
ADMINISTRATION OF MEDICINES

We remind you that staff members will only administer emergency medication to pupils within school hours. Emergency medication includes Epi-pens, Insulin and Asthma Inhalers. It is also parental responsibility to ensure all medication is in date. Antibiotics, pain relief and other prescribed or non-prescribed medications cannot be administered due to Health and Safety risks. We recommend that medication is administered outside school hours (although family members are permitted to visit school to administer medication during the school day if necessary.) Our Administration of Medications Policy is available on the school website. We appreciate your support in this matter.
P2/3 ASSEMBLY
P2/3 assembly will take place on Friday 17th November at 9.30am. We are looking forward to seeing you there!
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___________________________________________________
CHRISTMAS CHARITY

Every year, parents are so thoughtful and generous with Christmas gifts for teachers and Classroom Assistants. This year, we ask that, in lieu of gifts, a small donation could be made to the charity Trocaire. This donation can be placed in a sealed envelope and handed in at reception. This will help support local families in these difficult times. Thank you!
______________________________________________CHRISTMAS PLAYS
This year, Primary 1, 2 and 3 will come together to perform a play called ‘Whoops a Daisy Angel.’ This will take place in our school assembly hall on Tuesday 12th December at 7pm.  
Our P4, 5, 6 and 7 pupils will put on two performances of our show called ‘Fee, Fie, Fo, Fum.’
First performance: Monday 11th December at 10am

Second performance: Wednesday 13th December at 7pm
We look forward to seeing you there!

______________________________________________
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CHRISTMAS DINNER
Christmas Dinner for pupils will be on Thursday 14th December. The cost will be £2.60.  Numbers taking the Christmas Dinner will be needed for the canteen during the previous week.
SCHOOL CLOSURES

School closes for the Christmas holidays at 12 noon on Thursday 21st December and reopens for pupils and staff on Friday 5th January.
CHRISTMAS HAMPERS
Our Christmas Hamper draw will take place again in December this year. Each child will be asked to donate one item for the hamper. They will be told in writing what item to bring. Four hampers will then be raffled in the week before Christmas. The other two will be donated to St. Vincent de Paul to benefit those in need. Many thanks for your continued support!
ATTENDANCE

We remind you that your child should attend school unless he/she is sick. If your child has been absent, please contact school by phone or in writing to let us know the reason for absence so that attendance codes can be correctly recorded.
___________________________________________________

PUPIL SAFEGUARDING
If you have any Child Protection concerns, please contact Mrs Redmond or Miss Doyle.
___________________________________________________
YEAR 1 ADMISSIONS
The following children will be eligible to apply for Primary 1 in September 2024: 

• Children born on or between 1 April 2019 and 1 July 2019 (inclusive) and children born before 1 April 2019 but with a due date on or after 1 April 2019 whose parents deferred their admission to primary school in September 2023. These children will have deferred entry from September 2023 and are eligible to apply for Year 1 in September 2024.

• Children born on or between 2 July 2019 and 31 March 2020 (inclusive and whose due date was not after 1 April 2020.) These children are not eligible to defer entry to Year 1 and should apply for Year 1 admissions. 

• Children born on or between 1 April 2020 and 1 July 2020 (inclusive), and children born before 1 April 2020 but whose due date was on or after this date. Parents of these children can apply for Year 1 or they may decide to defer and apply for pre-school. They are not permitted to apply for both a preschool and Year 1 place. 

(Once a child has commenced P1, a parent cannot subsequently opt to defer their admission.)
The Primary One application portal opens on Tuesday 9th January 2024 at 12 noon and closes at 12 noon on Friday 26th January 2024. More information to follow.

_________________________________________________
OPEN MORNING
All prospective P1 children and their parents are invited to our Open Morning from 9.30 to 10.30am on Tuesday 19th December. This will be a chance to see our school, meet the teachers and pupils, and get into the Christmas spirit as well! We look forward to seeing you and your child.
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PUPIL SAFEGUARDING


ANTI-BULLYING WEEK


Anti-bullying Week begins on Mon 13th November and the theme is ‘Make a Noise About Bullying’. Pupils are encouraged to wear odd socks on Monday 13th November to demonstrate that it’s OK to be different. Pupils will discuss definitions of bullying and strategies to protect themselves from harm. They will also learn about the impact of cyber-bullying.


____________________________________________


ROAD SAFETY WEEK


Road Safety Week will begin on Monday 20th November.  The theme is ‘Let’s Talk About Speed.’ Pupils will be involved in road safety activities to increase their awareness of how to stay safe on the roads. We remind you that pupils may need reflective strips on coats or schoolbags so that they are safe on the roads in winter.


BREAK/MILK COSTS


Year 1-7 – Milk - £4 per month  


Break is available to purchase each day and this has been extremely popular with pupils. Scones/pancakes/fruit = 40p. Apple juice/orange juice/bottled water = 60p.


________________________________________


SPLIT THE POT DRAW


We continue to run our ‘Split the Pot’ draw on Fridays and we really appreciate your continued support. Funds raised are vital in meeting day-to-day school expenses. Thanks to the many families who have supported this draw to date!


PARENT TEACHER MEETINGS


We would like to thank parents for their participation in the Parent Teacher meetings to discuss children’s progress and their willingness to support their children any way they can! Parent meetings for Primary 1 will take place in the week beginning Mon 29th January between 2pm and 4pm. Appointments will be issued in January.


FLAVAHAN’S CROSS COUNTRY COMPETITION


Our cross-country team will participate in two upcoming events:


On 29th November, the boys’ and girls’ cross-country team will compete at St. Patrick’s and St. Brigid’s College, Claudy


On 8th December, our boys’ team, girls’ team and mixed team will participate in the Flavahan’s Cross Country competition in Templemore Sports Complex, Derry.





Good luck to those involved!
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TRANSFER TEST


The SEAG Entrance Assessment for Year 7 pupils will take place on two Saturdays in November: Saturday 11th November and Saturday 25th November. Good luck to all pupils who are completing these tests.


_____________________________________________


FIRST COMMUNION AND CONFIRMATION


CHANGE OF DATE: First Holy Communion will take place for Primary 4 pupils on Saturday 11th May at 11am in St. Mary’s Church, Altinure, (not Saturday 18th May as previously stated on the Banagher Parish website. It has been changed due to a conflict with the parish pilgrimage to Fatima. Apologies for any inconvenience caused.) 


The Sacrament of Confirmation will take place for Primary 7 pupils on Saturday 2nd March at 11am in St. Mary’s Church, Altinure. 


(One row will be allocated per family. P4 and P7 pupils should be in their seats at least 15 minutes before the ceremony is due to begin.)


Primary Seven pupils and their parents are asked to attend a Service of Light at 7pm on Monday 4th  December in St Joseph’s Church, Fincairn in preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation. Please bring your child’s Baptismal Candle to this Mass. Sponsors are also welcome to attend, although this is not essential.


------------------------------------------------------------------------


TEACHING PRACTICE STUDENT


We are excited to welcome a teaching practice student on placement from St. Mary’s College, Belfast. In Term 2, Erin McReynolds will teach alongside Mrs Boyle in Primary Four.


________________________________________


READING PARTNERSHIP AND ACCELERATED READING


Our classroom assistant Jill Hasson is implementing the Reading Partnership programme with individual pupils from P3-P7 to help them to improve their reading fluency. This programme was hugely successful last year and is a great opportunity for pupils. 


We encourage all parents to regularly spend time reading with their children and pupils from P3-7 are encouraged to also read books from our Accelerated Reading library. The AR website has been updated this year and there is a new link to access it: � HYPERLINK "https://global-zone61.renaissance-go.com/welcomeportal/2235459" �https://global-zone61.renaissance-go.com/welcomeportal/2235459�


Parents can sign up to Home Connect so that they can stay informed of how many quizzes pupils have completed. Information about Home Connect has been sent home with your child. AR quizzes can be completed in school but also by pupils at home between 3pm and 6pm. 


MATHLETICS


We promote the use of Mathletics at home to consolidate understanding of Maths concepts. 1000 Mathletics points earned in a week earns each pupil a Bronze certificate, which in turn leads to other certificates such as Silver and Gold. This year, new certificates have been introduced in Mathletics to recognise high achieving pupils, such as Platinum certificates for pupils who achieve two Gold certificates in a year. The Mathletics website has also become much more interactive for pupils. We strongly encourage pupils to use Mathletics at home if possible. Each P1-7 child will have their own login or QR code for Mathletics. Well done to the pupils who are already earning certificates!





BINGO


App for Fundraising
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