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SAFEGUARDING – INTERNET SAFETY
Safeguarding is of paramount importance in our school and we teach a preventative curriculum to equip pupils with the skills needed to stay safe in daily life. All pupils participated in lessons on internet safety on Safer Internet Day (Tues 7th Feb) and continue to do so throughout the school year. Cyber Pal will work with Yr 5-7 pupils on Mon 6th March to raise their awareness of online dangers. We would strongly advise all parents to monitor children’s online activity. 
CUED SPELLING

A Cued Spelling programme has begun in P5 and P6 classes. P6 pupils become spelling tutors, showing P5 pupils how to create cues to help them to remember difficult spellings. Hopefully, it will help pupils to look closely at the order of sounds in words and help them commit words to their long-term memory. And of course, it will be fun!
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CYCLING PROFICIENCY IN P7

Primary 7 pupils will begin cycling proficiency training with Miss Doyle on Tues 18th April and this will last approximately 5 weeks. Bikes can be stored in school for the duration of the training. Please ensure that your child has a cycling helmet and that bikes are in a safe condition. 
FIRST AID
Miss U Doyle, Mrs C McKenna and Mrs M Redmond have recently updated their First Aid training and are our named First Aiders. First Aiders will clean and apply a plaster or dressing to significant cuts or grazes. Consent will be sought annually from parents. If your child is allergic to plasters and you prefer them not to be used, please let us know. Parents will continue to be contacted in the case of head injury or other significant injury. In the case of a head injury, please monitor your child closely for 48 hours and do not allow them to participate in physical activity in case they develop second-impact syndrome. If your child needs to take medicine in school, you must request a consent form from school so they can self-administer this medication under the supervision of an adult. Otherwise, a family member can give the medicine to the child at school reception.
DERRY & STRABANE 

ROAD SAFETY QUIZ WINNERS!

We are so proud of our P7 Road Safety team members, Dara, Oisin, Caragh and Clara who were overall winners of the regional heat of the Road Safety Quiz in the Guildhall on Feb 10th February. This was an amazing achievement. Their team is now through to the NI final on Monday 6th March in the Glenavon Hotel, Cookstown at 7pm. We wish them the best of luck!
____________________________________________

CUMANN NA BUNSCOIL QUIZ

Four of our P7 pupils Cathair, Dara, Charlie D and Conan competed in an Irish-themed quiz on Wednesday 1st March in Owenbeg. They finished in the top 6 out of 24 teams and we were very proud of their performances!
ASSEMBLIES
Primary 5 assembly will take place on Wednesday 15th March at 9.30am. The theme will be St. Patrick’s Day. Primary 4 assembly will take place on Tuesday 4th April at 9.30am. Family members are welcome.
____________________________________________

SHARED EDUCATION PROGRAMME
Our Shared Education Programme has begun in P5, 6 and 7. Pupils in these classes will have 6 shared teaching sessions, with lesson themes focusing on PDMU (Personal Development and Mutual Understanding) and STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths.) After Easter, P1, 2, 3 & 4 classes will also participate in Shared Education lessons. The focus of these lessons will be activity-based learning through topic work. All classes will also enjoy a shared trip in May/June. Look out for photos of our lessons on our school website and Facebook page!
NORTH WEST COMMUNITY 
FIRST RESPONDERS 

The Northwest Community First Responders (CFR) will visit our school on Wed 15th March at 11.05am. First Responders are community volunteers who are trained to attend specific 999 calls to support the NI Ambulance Service. They will provide an information session for P7 pupils and will demonstrate life saving skills using a training defibrillator and a CPR doll. We are looking forward to it.
ENGAGE PROGRAMME
On Tuesdays, Ms C Duddy has been providing Literacy and Numeracy support to small groups of pupils via the Engage Programme. This has been extremely beneficial. This DENI funded programme will last until 31st March.

ART THERAPY

Our Drawing and Talking therapist unfortunately had to withdraw her services at the last minute due to family circumstances. Instead, we have booked Christina Smyth from Meriaki Art who comes highly recommended. These sessions will begin on Friday April 28th. If you referred your child for Drawing and Talking Therapy, your child will avail of Art Therapy instead. If you wish to refer your child now, please contact reception for a referral form. 
RISE PENCIL PALS PROGRAMME

Some of our P1 pupils will participate in a Pencil Pals programme in the coming weeks, facilitated by RISE NI. This programme will focus on the development of core stability and fine motor skills.
____________________________________________SPLIT THE POT
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Our Split the Pot draw continues each Friday and we appeal to you to support this draw if you can. The more who support the draw, the better the prize for the winner and you are helping our school fundraising at the same time! 
Thank you!
____________________________________________
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CONFIRMATION


Confirmation will take place in St. Mary’s Church Altinure on Saturday 4th March at 2pm. Pupils will be confirmed by Bishop Donal McKeown and Fr McGavigan will also attend. Lafayette Photography will be available to take photographs in the church before and after the ceremony. A cup of tea will be available for adults after the ceremony in the back porch and Fr McGavigan has organised a treat outside as well for the boys and girls. May the Holy Spirit bless our P7 pupils and protect them in the years ahead.


______________________________________


FIRST HOLY COMMUNION


First Communion takes place for P4 pupils at 11am on Saturday 13th May in St. Mary’s Church, Altinure. Lafayette Photography will take photographs in the church before and afterwards. 


P4 pupils have been attending a special ‘Do This In Memory’ Mass once a month in St. Mary’s Church Altinure in preparation for First Communion. Date of the next ‘Do This In Memory’ Mass is Sunday 26th March.


LITERACY FAIR


Thank you to Mrs McAleer for organising a fun Literacy Week for our pupils from 6th to 10th February. Pupils enjoyed storytelling by Steve Lally, Film Literacy lessons, writing from photographs and a Guess the Bookshelf competition. Thanks also to parents who supported our School Book Fair. We raised £699 which will now be spent on new library and classroom reading books. ____________________________________________


ADORATION


Adoration will take place in our school for P4, 5, 6 & 7 on Monday 13th March and Monday 17th April. Children are encouraged to bring their own rosary beads to Adoration. 


OPERATION ENCOMPASS


In line with EA safeguarding recommendations, we have now become an Operation Encompass school. This means that, if a child has been present in the home during a domestic violence incident, school will be informed the following morning. This information will be treated as highly confidential and school will provide reassurance and support to the child, as appropriate. 


Mrs Redmond is our Designated Child Protection Officer, Miss Doyle is our Deputy Designated Child Protection Officer and Marie Gormley is our Designated Child Protection Governor. Please do not hesitate to contact one of them if you have any Child Protection concern! 








TIN WHISTLE


Mrs Boyle is teaching the tin whistle to Year 6 pupils every Wednesday afternoon. Mrs McAleer teaches Film Literacy to P4 at this time. Year 7 will also avail of tin whistle from Wed 19th April.  Tin whistles can be ordered from the office at a cost of £5.00.


____________________________________________


SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION


Our Year 4 pupils will make their First Confession on Tuesday 21st March after 10am Mass. Many thanks to Mrs Boyle and Fr McGavigan who have prepared them so well for this sacrament. Parents are welcome to attend. Year 4 pupils can wear their own clothes for this special Sacrament.


____________________________________________


IN/AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES


Monday- Yoga - P4 - Monday 20th Feb - 5 weeks (finishing Mon 20th March)


Yoga - P5 – starts 29th March -5 wks – 3-4pm. Last session 15th May. 


Tuesday – 6 Brick Club – 3 – 4pm – P3 -last session was 28th Feb.


Gaelic – 3-4pm - P7- begins Tues 7th March. Last session Tues 4th April.


Thursday- Gymnastics – P2 starts Thurs 2nd March 2-3pm; last session Thurs 20th April


P1 Gymnastics begins Thurs 27th April – 2-3pm. Last session – Thurs 1st June.


P6 last session Gymnastics – 23rd March. Gymnastics begins -P7 -Thurs 30th March. Last session – Thurs 11th May


EA Violin tuition – KS2 Mrs Small 1 – 3pm


Ulster Council Sport - Liam Eoin – P5, 6 ,7 - am


Irish with Martin – P5, 6 & 7 - pm


Friday


EA Literacy Support – Some pupils





SCHOOL CLOSURES


























Monday 1st May- Bank holiday


Monday 8th May – Coronation Day


Proposed Election Date– Thursday 18th May


Monday 29th and Tuesday 30th May – Staff Days


Summer holidays – Friday 30th June – 12 noon.























 





Thursday 16h and Friday 17th March – St Patrick’s Day





Easter: Closed 12 noon Wed 5th April. Reopen on Mon 17th April
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